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§1315. Continuing Education 

A. Purpose and Scope. These rules provide for a 
continuing education program to insure that all architects 
remain informed of those technical and professional 
subjects necessary to safeguard life, health, and promote 
the public welfare. These rules shall apply to all architects 
practicing architecture in this state. 

B. Exemptions. Exempt from participating in the 
continuing education program required by these rules are: 

1. a newly registered architect during his or her 
initial year of registration; 

2. an emeritus status architect as defined by board 
rule §1105.E; 

3. a civilian who serves on active duty in the 
Armed Forces of the United States for a period of time 
exceeding  
90 consecutive days during the annual report period; 

4. an architect who demonstrates to the satisfaction 
of the board that meeting these requirements would work 
an undue hardship by reason of disability, sickness, or 
other clearly mitigating circumstances. 

C. Definitions 

AIA―the American Institute of Architects. 

AIA/CES―the continuing education system 
developed by AIA to record professional learning as a 
mandatory requirement for membership in the AIA. 

ARE―the Architect Registration Examination 
prepared by the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards. 

Board―the Louisiana State Board of Architectural 
Examiners, 9625 Fenway Avenue, Suite B, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70809, Telephone: 225-925-4802, Telecopier: 225-
925-4804, website: http://www.lastbdarchs.com. 

CEH―a continuing education hour. One CEH is 
equivalent to 50 minutes of actual contact time. 

HSW―the health, safety and welfare of the public. 

Individually Planned Educational 
Activities―educational activities in which the teaching 
methodology primarily consists of the architect 
himself/herself addressing HSW subjects which are not 
systemically presented by others, including authoring a 
published HSW paper, article or book and successfully 
completing college or university sponsored HSW courses. 

NCARB―the National Council of Architectural 
Registration Boards. 

Non-Resident Architect―an architect registered by 
the board and residing outside Louisiana. 

Resident Architect―an architect residing in this state. 

Sponsor―an individual, organization, association, 
institution or other entity which offers an educational 
activity for the purpose of fulfilling the continuing 
education requirements of these rules. 

Structured Educational Activities―educational 
activities in which the teaching methodology consists 
primarily of the systematic presentation of HSW subjects 
by qualified individuals or organizations, including HSW 
monographs, course of HSW study taught in person or by 
correspondence, organized HSW lectures, HSW 
presentations or workshops, and other means to which 
identifiable technical and professional HSW subjects are 
presented in a planned manner. 

D. Requirements 

1. Beginning with license renewals effective 
January 1, 1999, all architects must show compliance with 
the educational requirements of these rules as a condition 
for renewing registration. 

2. Resident architects shall complete a minimum of  
12 continuing education hours (CEH) in HSW each 
calendar year, beginning with 1998. The 12 CEH must be 
obtained in either structured educational activities or 
individually planned educational activities, as defined 
herein. Of the 12 required CEH, a minimum of eight CEH 
must be obtained in structured educational activities. No 
more than four CEH may be obtained in individually 
planned educational activities. The requirement must be 
satisfied during the period which begins January 1 and 
ends December 31 of the calendar year immediately 
preceding the license renewal year. 

3. Non-resident architects shall complete either: 

a. the mandated requirements for continuing 
education of a jurisdiction in which that architect is 
registered to practice architecture, provided that a 
minimum of eight hours of CEH are obtained in HSW 
educational activities and also provided the other 
jurisdiction accepts satisfaction of Louisiana continuing 
education requirements as meeting its own; or 

b. the requirements set forth herein for resident 
architects. 

4. To satisfy the continuing education requirements 
for the year 1998 only, an architect may use hours 
obtained during calendar years 1997 and 1998. 

5. If an architect is being re-registered after having 
been unregistered then, in addition to all other 
requirements, the architect must have acquired that 
number of total CEH that would have been required if 
registration had been regularly renewed. 

E. Acceptable Educational Activities 

1. Credit will be allowed only for continuing 
education activities in areas which: 
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a. directly safeguard the public's health, safety, 
and welfare; and 

b. provide individual participant documentation 
from a person other than the participant for record 
keeping and reporting. 

2. Only subject matters on the ARE current at the 
time of the activity are acceptable. An official list of 
approved topics to accomplish the purpose of these rules 
is published on the board's website. The board's current 
list is also available upon written request from the board. 

3. Acceptable continuing educational activities in 
HSW include the following: 

a. attending HSW professional or technical 
seminars, lectures, presentations, courses, or workshops 
offered by a professional or technical organization (AIA, 
National Fire Protection Association, Concrete Standards 
Institute, NCARB, etc.), insurer, or manufacturer; 

b. successfully completing HSW tutorials, short 
courses, correspondence courses, televised courses, or 
video-taped courses offered by a provider mentioned in 
the preceding Subparagraph; 

c. successfully completing HSW monographs or 
other self-study courses such as those sponsored by 
NCARB or a similar organization which tests the 
architect's performance; 

d. making professional or technical HSW 
presentations at meetings, conventions or conferences; 

e. teaching or instructing HSW courses; 

f. authoring a published paper, article or book;  

g. successfully completing college or university 
sponsored courses; and 

h. service upon NCARB committees dealing with 
HSW. 

4. Continuing educational activities need not take 
place in Louisiana, but may be acquired at any location. 

5. All continuing education activities shall: 

a. have a clear purpose and objective; 

b. be well organized and provide evidence of pre-
planning; 

c. be presented by persons who are well qualified 
by education or experience in the field being taught; 

d. provide individual participant documentation 
from a person other than the participant for record 
keeping and reporting; and 

e. shall not focus upon the sale of any specific 
product or service offered by a particular manufacturer or 
provider. 

F. Number of Continuing Education Hours Earned 

1. Continuing education credits shall be measured 
in CEH and shall be computed as follows. 

a. Attending seminars, lectures, presentations, 
workshops, or courses shall constitute one CEH for each 
contact hour of attendance. 

b. Successfully completing tutorials, short 
courses, correspondence courses, televised or video-taped 
courses, monographs and other self-study courses shall 
constitute the CEH recommended by the program 
sponsor. 

c. Teaching or instructing a qualified seminar, 
lecture, presentation, or workshop shall constitute two 
CEH for each contact hour spent in the actual 
presentation. Teaching credit shall be valid for teaching a 
seminar or course in its initial presentation only. Teaching 
credit shall not apply to full-time faculty at a college, 
university or other educational institution. 

d. Authoring a published paper, article or book 
shall be equivalent of 8 CEH. 

e. Successfully completing one or more college 
or university semester or quarter hours shall satisfy the 
continuing education hours for the year in which the 
course was completed. 

2. Any program in HSW contained in the record of 
an approved professional registry will be accepted by the 
board as fulfilling the continuing education requirements 
of these rules. The board approves the AIA as a 
professional registry, and contact hours listed in HSW in 
the AIA/CES transcript of continuing education activities 
will be accepted by the board for both resident and non-
resident architects. 

3. If the architect exceeds the continuing education 
requirement in any renewal period (January 1 through 
December 31), the architect may carry over a maximum 
of 12 qualifying CEH to the subsequent renewal period. 

G. Reporting, Record Keeping and Auditing 

1. Each architect shall complete the language on the 
renewal application pertaining to that architect's 
continuing education activities during the calendar year 
immediately preceding the license renewal period. Any 
untrue or false statement or the use thereof with respect to 
course attendance or any other aspect of continuing 
educational activity is fraud or misrepresentation and will 
subject the architect and/or program sponsor to license 
revocation or other disciplinary action. 

2. To verify attendance each attendee shall obtain 
an attendance certificate from the program sponsor. 
Additional evidence may include but is not limited to 
attendance receipts, canceled checks, and sponsor's list of 
attendees (signed by a responsible person in charge of the 
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activity). A log showing the activity claimed, sponsoring 
organization, location, duration, etc., should be supported 
by other evidence. Evidence of compliance shall be 
retained by the architect for two years after the end of the 
period for which renewal was requested. 

3. A number of renewal applications will be 
randomly selected by the board for audit for verification 
of compliance with these requirements. Upon request by 
the board, evidence of compliance shall be submitted to 
substantiate compliance of the requirements of these 
rules. The board may request further information 
concerning the evidence submitted or the claimed 
educational activity. The board has final authority with 
respect to accepting or rejecting continuing education 
activities for credit. 

4. The board may disallow claimed credit. If so, 
unless the board finds that the architect willfully 
disregarded these requirements, the architect shall have a 
period up to six months after notification of disallowance 
to substantiate the original claim or earn other CEH which 
fulfill the minimum requirements (and such CEH shall not 
again be used for the next renewal). 

H. Pre-Approval of Programs 

1. Upon written request, the board will review a 
continuing education program prior to its presentation 
provided all of the necessary information to do so is 
submitted in accordance with these rules. If the program 
satisfies the requirements of these rules, the board will 
pre-approve same. 

2. A person seeking to obtain pre-approval of a 
continuing education program shall submit the following 
information: 

a. program sponsor(s): name(s), address(es), and 
phone number(s); 

b. program description: name, detailed 
description, length of instructional periods, and total 
hours for which credit is sought; 

c. approved seminar topic: division(s) and 
topic(s) from the current list of approved seminar topics; 

d. program instructor(s)/leader(s): name(s) of 
instructor(s)/ leader(s) and credential(s); 

e. time and place: date and location of program; 
and 

f. certification of attendance: sponsor's method 
for providing evidence of attendance to attendees. 

3. Such information shall be submitted at least  
30 calendar days in advance of the program so that the 
board may analyze and respond. 

4. The sponsor of a pre-approved program may 
announce or indicate as follows: 

"This course has been approved by the 
Louisiana State Board of Architectural 
Examiners for a maximum of ________ CEH." 

I. Non-Compliance 

1. Failure to fulfill the continuing education 
requirements shall result in non-renewal of that architect's 
certificate of registration and loss of the right to practice 
architecture. 

2. If the board finds that the architect willfully 
disregarded these requirements, the board may subject the 
architect to all of the disciplinary actions allowed by law, 
including license revocation. 

§1317. Interpretation of R.S. 37:155(A)(3) 

A. Registered architects of other states will be deemed 
to be associated with a registered architect of this state on 
a specific project within the meaning of R.S. 
37:155(A)(3) only when: 

1. a written agreement is signed by both the out-of-
state and the in-state architects describing the association 
prior to executing the work; 

2. the in-state architect reviews all documents 
prepared by the out-of-state architect and makes 
necessary revisions to bring the design documents into 
compliance with applicable codes, regulations, and 
requirements; 

3. the in-state architect independently performs or 
contracts with an engineer or engineers licensed in 
Louisiana to perform necessary calculations, and 
maintains such calculations on file; 

4. after reviewing, analyzing and making revisions 
and/or additions, the in-state architect issues the 
documents with his/her title block and seal (by applying 
his/her seal the architect assumes professional 
responsibility as the architect of record); and 

5. the in-state architect maintains control over the 
use of the design documents just as if they were his/her 
original design. 

§1319. Interpretation of R.S. 37:141(B)(3); 
Design/Build 

A. A partnership or corporation offering a 
combination of architectural services together with 
construction services may offer to render architectural 
services only if: 

1. an architect registered in this state or otherwise 
permitted to offer architectural services participates 
substantially in all material aspects of the offering; 

2. there is written disclosure at the time of the 
offering that such architect is engaged by and 


